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“ The bird who dares to fall is the bird who learns to fly.”
~ Anonymous
HOLIDAY PARTY: IT’S BACK!!!
DECEMBER 12th, 6:30 PM (note the time
change) at Covenant Presbyterian Church
After missing two years due to COVID, we are
going to resume our holiday tradition of
celebrating the season with our bird club friends
over a meal. Everyone is being asked to please
bring a vegetable, bread, side dish, or dessert
to share with the group. The bird club will
provide ham and turkey, water, iced tea, and
coffee. This year we will have the gathering
upstairs in the large room where we have been
having our monthly meetings so we can spread
apart more easily.
President Rich Wood has asked that members
send him a favorite bird picture they have taken
in the U.S. He will put them all together in a
slide show for background entertainment. You
can email the pics to him at:
beagleboy831@comcast.net

Looking forward to good food and good
fellowship on the 12th. For any questions, you
can email Linda at linda.matkins@gmail.com.
by Linda Matkins

CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT(S)
Sunday, December 18th: Augusta County CBC
As mentioned in last month’s issue, there will be no
tally dinner this year, due to lingering concerns
about covid-19. This count circle is centered in
Verona, including Staunton and areas to the
northwest and northeast of the city. (NOTE: We
need a replacement to cover the parks, etc. in
the city of Staunton.) Allen Larner has already
made area assignments and distributed maps at the
last meeting, but anyone who has an inquiry may
contact him at:
larnersky@mindspring.com
Friday, December 30th: Waynesboro CBC
(Sign up by December 16.)

The last party, three years ago: Dec. 16th, 2019.

Please join in this wonderful citizen science tradition!
Whether you’re a seasoned veteran or a newbie,
we’d love to have you participate. I am looking for
people who want to take on a territory on their own,
people who would prefer to join a team with
experienced counters, and also people who live
within the count circle and are willing to stay home
to count the birds in their own yards.

The Waynesboro CBC Circle is actually centered at
Sherando and, like all CBC circles, it has a 7.5 mile
radius. That means that our circle straddles the Blue
Ridge and goes down into Nelson County on the
east, and spreads west to the Stuarts Draft area.
The City of Waynesboro is on the northern edge of
the circle, and in fact not everything within the city
limits is included.
To participate in the field, please contact me by
December 16 at the latest. If you want to do a feeder
watch, please sign up by December 28. Shall we
have a tally supper? Sign up to find out!

ROCKFISH GAP HAWK WATCH
2022 SEASON SUMMARY
2022 marked the 47th season for the Rockfish Gap
Hawk Watch. Our volunteer counters were able to
cover 92 out of 108 days this season (avg = 90
days), totaling 524 hours of effort (avg = 595). Poor
weather canceled the count on 14 days, and only 2
days were uncounted due to unavailability of
counters. In total, we recorded 28,392 migrating
raptors this season, which is slightly above average
(10-year avg = 27,238).

by Crista Cabe
cristacabe@gmail.com

UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS
Saturday, December 31st: Bell’s Lane
Meeting place and time: Bird Club Kiosk, Bell’s
Lane, Staunton, 8:30 a.m.
Coordinator: Penny Warren, 540.849.9245,
onthewingnow17@gmail.com
Let’s end the year with a bird walk on Bell’s Lane!
First we’ll check the private pond and see if any
ducks, etc. …. perhaps swans!! …. are there, and
then we will walk the lane checking for other
wintering birds. Rain cancels.

IT’S TIME TO RENEW YOUR
AUGUSTA BIRD CLUB MEMBERSHIP!
The Augusta Bird Club is a vital part of
the local bird community, and your
support is essential. ABC thanks all those
who have already renewed their
membership through the bird seed sale,
and we encourage those who have not
yet renewed to do so today. Renewals
are due by December 31; please visit the
Membership page of our website and
renew today! If you have any questions,
please call Mona Bearor, 540-466-5123.

Most raptor species this year had average or belowaverage numbers. We counted 393 BALD EAGLE,
which is second only to 426 in 2020 (10-year avg =
299). OSPREY numbers were below average with
only 188 (avg = 268). Our NORTHERN HARRIER
count of 53 was also below average (avg = 69). Our
count of 2,379 SHARP-SHINNED HAWK was the
third-highest season total (avg = 1,821), however
our count of 282 COOPER’S HAWK was below
average (avg = 333). Of the buteos, our count of
929 RED-TAILED HAWK was above average (avg =
879), and our count of 94 RED-SHOULDERED
HAWK exactly matched the average. The BROADWINGED HAWK count of 23,765 was slightly above
average (avg = 23,075). We had six days with over
1,000 Broad-winged hawks, with the two biggest
days being 3,120 on Sep. 15 and 9,166 on Sep. 22.

Of the falcons, our counts of 172 AMERICAN
KESTREL (avg = 209) and 22 PEREGRINE
FALCON (avg = 41) were below average, and the
MERLIN count of 48 was about average (avg = 49).

many visitors made it up to witness this great
migration with us this season. Finally, we sincerely
thank all those who helped support our hawk watch
this year with your generous donations!

Among uncommon raptors, our count of 5
NORTHERN GOSHAWK was near average (avg =
7), but our count of 15 GOLDEN EAGLE was
notably below average (avg = 21). Our MISSISSIPPI
KITE count of 4 exactly matched the average. On
September 22 we were fortunate to have observed
an immature SWAINSON'S HAWK that migrated
south; a second Swainson’s Hawk was observed on
September 17, but did not fly south.

by Vic Laubach, Coordinator

In terms of non-raptors, we didn’t see many
waterfowl other than 95 Snow Geese on Nov. 8 and
a total of 50 Double-crested Cormorant. A few
Herring Gulls, Caspian Terns, and Common Loons
flew through to the southeast. We also counted 10
Barn Swallow, 607 Tree Swallow, 2 Bank Swallow,
and 1,047 Chimney Swift. We had all possible
woodpeckers this fall, including 107 Red-headed
Woodpecker, 135 Northern Flicker, and numerous
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, as well as 6 Red-breasted
Nuthatch, and a Brown Creeper. Migrating warblers
included 11 species: American Redstart, Magnolia,
Black-throated Green, Black-and-white, Cape May,
Black-throated Blue, Blackpoll, Pine, Common
Yellowthroat, Chestnut-sided, and Yellow-rumped.
Other notable migrants counted this fall include: 145
Ruby-throated Hummingbird, 1,563 Blue Jay, 1,662
American Robin, 3,429 Cedar Waxwing (including
1,000 on Nov 3), 421 Red-winged Blackbird, 2
Common Nighthawk, 573 Fish Crow, and a few
Purple Finch, Pine Siskin, and Horned Lark. Finally,
we had a good Monarch Butterfly migration
consisting of 1,038 total counted this season,
including 6 late Monarchs on November 12.
On September 17, we held our 9th annual Open
House event "Where the Raptors Soar!” We hosted
exhibits by numerous groups, including the Wildlife
Center of Virginia (2 live raptors shows), Rockfish
Wildlife Sanctuary, Rivanna Master Naturalists,
Piedmont Virginia Bird Club, Augusta Bird Club,
Rockingham Bird Club, Virginia Bluebird Society,
Monarch Butterfly life cycle, and a Master Falconer.
A huge thanks goes out to Mary Mapel who
coordinated our event and helped make it a great
success. Thanks also to Chris Updike for grilling the
hot dogs. We had an estimated 150 visitors, and the
Afton Inn's parking lot was filled with cars!
I want to give a huge thanks to the following
volunteer counters who contributed this season:
Brenda Tekin, Rose Thomas, David Hunter, Gabriel
Mapel, David Fischer, Josh Laubach, Nelson Lewis,
and Diane Lepskowski. We were very happy that so

LEFT TO RIGHT: Brenda Tekin, Vic Laubach, Diane
Lepkowski, Gabriel Mapel, Nelson Lewis, David
Hunter, Jennifer Jowdy.

A BANNER YEAR
FOR THE SEED SALE
Wow! We had our best year ever thanks to amazing
support from customers and volunteers alike. I want
to personally thank Linda Matkins and Lisa Hamilton
for being such a great team, Rich Wood for saving
the day by recruiting a forklift when we needed one,
and all the day-of-sale volunteers who showed up
and did what needed to be done. It all went
incredibly smoothly.
We sold more seed than ever before – about 8.5
tons (17,075 pounds, to be precise), in addition to
bird feeders and suet. Our net proceeds of $7,283
broke the record we set in 2020, when we netted
$6,678. Because all those dollars support
conservation and environmental education, we have
a lot to celebrate.
One of our top funding priorities has been providing
scholarships for area youth to attend Nature Camp
—an exceptional summer program where “nature
nerdiness” is cool and kids can experience the
natural world first-hand. One of the most important
things we can do for the future of the planet is to
inspire young people who will grow up to care and
take action to protect the environment. For me

personally, this is why I put so much time and effort
into the Seed Sale. (It doesn’t hurt that we also get
access to some of the highest quality seed
available.)
Since we started our Seed Sale in 1988, it has
raised $127,481 for our Conservation and Education
Fund. And, since 2001, we have provided $49,335 in
Nature Camp scholarships. Thanks to Lisa Hamilton
for keeping such good records.
A special thank you to Grant Simmons: Grant is a
charter member and Life Member of the Augusta
Bird Club, and for many years he headed up the
seed sale committee. He has moved to Florida to
escape snow shovels and be with family, but he
stays in touch and follows our doings on Facebook.
He sent a very generous contribution to add to the
proceeds of the Seed Sale to support our
conservation and education fund. Thanks, Grant!
We miss you.
by Crista Cabe

Thanks to all the volunteers for their help with
the bird seed sale. Because of their
teamwork, we had a great sale day. Thanks
to Crista, Gary, Lisa, Jack, Penny, Ann Cline,
and Mike. Special thanks to the nature
campers for giving us part of their Saturday:
Hayden Terry, Jonah Funk, Vera Kartseva,
Faith (Anna) Campbell, and Preston (Haley)
Campbell.
by Linda Matkins

NATURE CAMP SCHOLARSHIPS
The deadline for completed Nature Camp
Scholarship Applications is December 15.
For more information, see the ABC website:
http://www.augustabirdclub.org/NatureCamp.html
by Peter Van Acker

FIELD TRIP REPORTS
On November 12th, five members of the club joined
Allen Larner for a driving field trip around Swoope,
and it was a beautiful morning to be out and about. If
my tabulations are correct we had 41 species for the
morning. Some highlights were Green-winged teal,
Pied-billed Grebe, Killdeer (35), Bald Eagle (1), Redshouldered and Red-tailed Hawks, a beautiful “Gray
Ghost” (male Northern Harrier) giving good looks,
Sharpie, Kestrels, Red-bellied and White-bellied
Nuthatches, Juncos, White-crowned, Whitethroated, and Song Sparrows, Meadowlarks, a large
group of Cowbirds mixed in with Starlings, and
Purple Finch. We had all woodpeckers except Hairy;
just as we were leaving Swoope at the end, Allen
saw a Red-headed Woodpecker sitting on a
telephone pole along Hebron Road! Thanks to Allen
for organizing and leading the trip!
by Penny Warren
On Wednesday November 15, three Augusta Bird
Club members and two visitors from Maine and
Connecticut joined in to conduct a wonderful jaunt at
the McCormick's Farm. Despite the 32-degree
weather, we noted 32 species. Waterfowl and
raptors were in good numbers, as were our usual
avian species. 20 Gadwalls, a Northern Pintail, and
a late-migrating Eastern Phoebe were among the
nice surprises.
by Jo King

Ann Cline introduces two of the Nature Campers at
the 2019 holiday party.

On November 28, Penny Warren led a walk along
Bell's Lane, joined by 15 other people. We first
ventured out to the private farm pond, and then
strolled along the lane. Altogether we saw over 30
species of birds, and also had lots of enjoyable
conversations covering many topics. Thanks to
Penny and to everyone who came!
by Rich Wood

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: Sharp-shinned Hawk,
Eastern Bluebird, American Coot, Double-crested
Cormorant, Northern Harrier (M), Yellow-bellied
Sapsucker (M), and Red-shouldered Hawk, seen
during the field trip on Bell’s Lane, November 28.

Scanning the private pond near Bell’s Lane, trying to
identify distant ducks, etc., on November 28.
(photo courtesy of Rich Wood)

Red-tailed Hawk, above Bell’s Lane, on November 26.
(courtesy of Jim Hill)

MacGillivray’s Warbler, at Lake Shenandoah (south
end), December 4. This bird was first seen in late
November, and is the third one of this species ever
recorded in the state of Virginia!

OTHER RECENT SIGHTINGS OF NOTE
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
DECEMBER
The Birder’s Holiday!
For most people, December usually means Holidays
—whether it’s Christmas, Hanukkah, or Kwanzaa.
But for birders, December brings another exciting
and important event each year: the Audubon
Society’s annual Christmas Bird Count!

Vesper Sparrow, on Livick Road in Swoope,
November 1. (photo courtesy of Vic Laubach)

The Christmas Bird Count, or CBC as it’s known,
started as a conservation alternative to the holiday
tradition of the Christmas “side hunt,” where hunters
would choose sides and go out in the field to shoot
as many birds and other animals as they could.

Whoever brought in the most dead critters won.
Conservation was in its beginning stages in that era,
and many observers and scientists were becoming
concerned about declining bird populations.
Beginning on Christmas Day 1900, ornithologist
Frank M. Chapman, an early officer in the infancy of
the National Audubon Society, proposed a new
holiday tradition—a "Christmas bird census" that
would count birds during the holidays rather than
hunt them. Thus began the Christmas Bird Count!
Thanks to the inspiration of Chapman and the
enthusiasm of 27 dedicated birders, 25 Christmas
Bird Counts were held that day. 122 years later, it’s
going stronger than ever, even after a rough couple
years of covid restrictions! It’s the longest-running,
volunteer citizen science project in the world, and
one of the largest as well, with over 70,000
volunteers counting more than 64 million birds!
The Augusta Bird Club coordinates two different
CBCs each year, the Augusta County CBC and the
Waynesboro CBC. Each CBC counts every bird
within a pre-determined, 15-mile-diameter circle and
reports all results back to the CBC compiler. For our
counts, Allen Larner is the compiler for the Augusta
County CBC, and Crista Cabe is the compiler for the
Waynesboro CBC. If you’ve never tried a Christmas
Bird Count, we encourage you to give it a go. It’s a
lot of fun! If interested, please contact Allen or
Crista. Their contact information can be found on the
Contacts page of our website. This year’s count
dates will be Sunday, December 18th for the
Augusta County CBC and Friday, December 30th for
the Waynesboro CBC.
For me, CBCs are one of my favorite birding
activities, and I look forward to participating in my
favorite “Holiday” of the year! Happy Holidays and
Good Birding!
Rich Wood
President, Augusta Bird Club

AUGUSTA BIRD CLUB MINUTES
November 14, 2022
Covenant Presbyterian Church
Recent Sightings: (1) Swoope – Allen Larner led a
field trip that found 41 species including a Redheaded Woodpecker and Bald Eagle, (2) Penny
Warren led a trip to Bell’s Lane and they found a
Pintail, Mergansers, and Black Ducks. In addition,
individual members have seen Juncos, Vesper
Sparrows, a Wilson’s Warbler, Purple Finches, Fox
Sparrows, Golden Eagles, Hermit Thrush, Rusty
Blackbirds, Woodcock, and a large flock of American
Pipits.

The Rockfish Gap Hawk Watch will continue
through the end of November. Vic Laubach reports
good numbers of hawks overall. Osprey numbers
are lower than normal, Sharp- Shinned and Redtailed Hawks numbers are up, along with Golden
Eagles.
Bird Seed/Feeder Sale: Crista reports the sale was
once again very successful. Over 8 tons of seed
were sold with a net profit of over $7,000. These
funds will be placed in our Conservation/Education
Fund which provides scholarships for Nature Camp
and donations to worthy conservation organizations.
Thank you to the committee that organized the sale,
volunteers, and all that bought seed and feeders for
our feathered friends.
Christmas Bird Counts: Audubon’s CBC is the
longest running citizen science project in the world.
This year the Augusta County CBC will be on
December 18th. Allen Larner is coordinating. The
Waynesboro CBC will be December 30 with Crista
Cabe
coordinating.
Let
Allen
(larnersky@mindspring.com) or Crista
(cristacabe@gmail.com) know if you’d like to
participate.
Treasurer’s Report: Mona Bearor reports our
finances are healthy. She has sent contributions to
conservation groups as approved by the board.
Membership Report: Membership is currently 150
members. Many renewed their memberships via the
seed sale form. Those that didn’t will get renewal
letters in December.
Conservation Report: Lynne Parks reported on the
Montgomery Hall Park native plant garden. Sixty
plants were put in this year along with a sign and
stepping stones. More plants will be placed in the
spring.
Hospitality: For the first time in 3 years, we will
have a potluck Holiday Party! The club will provide
meat and drinks. Everyone should bring side dishes
and desserts. Rich is going to set up a revolving
slide show of bird photos that members provide.
Please send Rich ONE of your favorite photos to
(beagleboy831@comcast.net).
Exhibits: Rich has been assessing, amassing, and
organizing our exhibit materials. We have a new
tablecloth with our logo for the table. We now have a
more professional presentation for future exhibits.
Thank you Rich for taking on this project.
Program: Ryan Lepsch and Virginia Greene from
the Department of Conservation and Recreation’s
Natural Heritage South River Restoration Project
spoke to us about the Cowbane Prairie and

Lyndhurst Ponds Preservation Areas. We learned
that the focus of state parks and preservation areas
is different. State parks are developed more for
public access and recreation, while preservation
areas focus more on preserving the resource and
unique features found on them. Access to these 2
preservation areas is not advertised, but is allowed
with permission from Ryan. Funds from the DuPont
settlement have contributed to the acquisition of
land and work on these areas.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 PM.
Respectfully submitted,
Marilyn Nash, Secretary
The Bald Eagles that have nested and raised young
eaglets for the past few years east of Verona have
already begun preparations for the 2023 breeding
season! (November 16; photo courtesy of Ann Cline)

TREASURER’S REPORT
submitted by Mona Bearor
11/01/2022 – 11/30/2022

Opera&ng Fund
Balance November 1, 2022
Income
Expenses
Balance November 30, 2022

$8,652.62
$1,516.02
$189.17
$9,979.47

BIRD QUIZ
Oops — no more room!
Last month: Black-throated Green Warbler

Conserva&on/Educa&on Fund
Balance November 1, 2022
Income
Expenses
Balance November 30, 2022

$15,638.52
$25,289.81
$17,803.93
$23,124.40

Closing Balance all funds

$33,103.87

That bird was a big challenge to identify because (as
seen from directly below) the solid yellow belly does
not correspond to what most of us are used to
seeing in this species during the spring and summer
months. But they do indeed turn colors in the fall!
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Hospitality Committee chairperson Linda Matkins
makes announcements at the 2019 holiday party.

